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Side write of Gentleman-cambrioleur

—Arsene Lupin of children’s literature

Chiung-Yi Huang
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature National Taitung University
Abstract

This paper is to analyze the history and social environment at that time of Arsene
Lupin; further to explore the plots and contents of the book. First, it discusses from
the importance of reading and then go into the influence of juvenile fiction to
teen-agers and shows the motive and questions of this research; furthermore,
discusses the background of Arsene Lupin and introduces the writer’s life so that we
can understand the social environment of that time in France and analyze why Arsene
Lupin was created at the time of disparity between the rich and the poor. Besides,
the writer Maurice Leblanc produced the particular mode of this gentleman-
cambrioleur by exercising varied plots, successfully describing the characters and
properly arranging roles.  All of these make [ Arsene Lupin ) become a fad of the
time.

With regard to Arsene Lupin as a figure of gentleman-cambrioleur in the fiction, there
are a human nature of gentleman-cambrioleur and helplessness behind his character
of helping the weak and aiding the needy. The little readers possibly only regard
Arséne Lupin as a hero symbol and recognize him as positive and bright character.
Beyond this bright aspect, Arséne Lupin has dormant character that the children and
teen-agers are unable to absolutely understand.

In order to meet the little readers’ requirements, the Eastern Publication Company
published this ( Arséne Lupin ) . After the plots are adapted, this set of books is
provided with four factors to meet the children’s and teen-agers’ like, namely 1)
embodying the distinct characters to the roles ;2) deleting the complicated and
difficult details ;3) having interesting plots ;4) being full of positive and aggressive
outlook on life. Because of the said factors, the adapted [ Arséne Lupin ] is suitable
for children and teen-agers to read. This book has become popular and been well
sold since 1965.

Key words : Gentleman-cambrioleur ~ Maurice Leblanc ~ juvenile fiction
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