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Young Brides: Image, Subject, and Female Consciousness in

Homeless Bird and Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind

Abstract

In this study, the feminist and sociological perspectives were employed as the
basis of discourse and analysis. From the viewpoint of feminism, this study explored
the position, situation, image, living space, and self-identity of the female in the
patriarchal society. By analyzing the awakening of “female consciousness” in Gloria
Whelan’s Homeless Bird and Suzan Fisher Staples’ Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind,
this study probed into the position and consciousness of women in the Muslin world.
Besides, through the feminine images presented in the texts, how female subjectivity
was lost in family and marriage and regained were discussed.

It was discovered that the females in the texts were dominated in various aspects,
including economy, hierarchical consciousness, behavioral norm, dressing, and living
space. They were objectified by men as a compliant body, tool of labor, productive
machine, object of desire and violence, commodity to be exchanged in a marriage,
men’s property, and so on. Being objectified and alienated, they lost their subjective
consciousness in their marriages. Without an alternative option, they began to develop
different thinking and behaviors. Through social implementation, they started to make
up themselves, present talents, pursue love in marriage, claim ownership of body, and
arouse female awareness collectively to form their self-consciousness. The females
integrated their alienated personalities to form a complete one with androgynous
characteristics, build their own spiritual space, and further construct their own subject.
Therefore, with a different feminine image and subjectivity, they also made a different
decision in their marriages.

Keywords: teen-age marriage, female image, female subject, objectification,
alienation, female consciousness
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