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The Research on LI CIAQO’s “Journey of
Searching Tay Muh Shan”

The researcher : HSU YA CHING
Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Language and Literature Teaching Master Degree

National Taitung University

Abstract

Though “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan” is only one of the short novels of
LI CIAO, it is expressing the return of lives to the land, and honoring the sentiment of
“Mother Earth”. The work was based on Lyu He —Ruo Luku Incident during “White
Terror” as a short historical novel regarding the significance of " life —land —return | .
Many studies were focused on author’s affection to the homeland, yet rare delves into
his writing notions, structure of narrative context, and the archetype personalities of
characters. Therefore, the researcher, with the review of previous studies, investigates
comprehensively the core of “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan”, discussing it’s
presentation of arts on writing to let readers be able to have a thorough view and
understanding to the work.

The dissertation is divided to 5 chapters; each is summaried below:
Chapter One—Introduction:it is expressing researcher’s study motivations, purposes,
as well as research methodology and construction. By examining relative
bibliographies in previous research papers evaluate and investigate the possiblilities of
research directions.
Chapter Two--LI CIAO and “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan™: it is introducing
the background of the novelist, stating the connection between his childhood and
writing notions, and further delving into the literary viewpoint toward the homeland.
Having profound interview with LI CIAO enables the researcher to realize his
motivations and purposes of writing “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan” so as to

analyze as well as discuss the time and space in the novel. By then the phenomenon of



conflict among co-existing multi languages in the 50’s, dissect the linguistic arts on
writing technics.

Chapter Three--the analysis of characters in “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan”:

The researcher utilized C. G. Jung’s personality theory as a fundamental to examine

the archetype personalities of characters, archetype of Mother Earth, as well as the

symbol and meaning of Tay Muh Shan in the work.

Chapter Four-- Searching Tay Muh Shan: Based on the Mythological archetype theory,
the researcher explores the deep meaning of the theme, interpreter the rebirth and
seeking for the archetype of Mother Earth in “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan”,
and discusses, from narrative viewpoint, the archetypal cycle , ' beginning of journey
—escape —return | , as well as study the literary ideal about the merging of life and
nature.

Chapter Five--conclusion: it concludes LI CIAO’s writing ideals and features in
“Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan”, explains archetypal personalities of characters
who from the beginning give mercy and supports to each other, to the end their
acquisition of signification that lives return to the earth. Then from writing technics,
the researcher analyzes the implication of human beings and mountains as well as
forests in the novel, the spirit of introspection to ethnic divisions, and the
phenomenon of multi languages in Taiwan society. LI CIAO’s unique writing style
shows the affection to the homeland, and lives’ value, which provides the great
historical signification to future generations. In the end are conclusion and

recommendations for further studies in the future.

Key words : LI CIAO ~ “Journey of Searching Tay Muh Shan” ~ Mythological

archetype - life return - narrative structure
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