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From Hopelessness to Hope—
the Youth’s Quest and Growth in the Troubled Times

Lai pei-yi
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature
National Taitung University

Abstract

The research intends to observe how the relationship of "hope" and
"hopelessness” how to switch in these novels : Run, Boy, Run , Esperanza Rising ,The
Breadwinner , Parvana’s Journey , | am David .Hope is everyone's innate desire, and
hopelessness is natural reaction when people confront frustration. The youth in war
times faced the despair situations, but they still-overcome difficulties in the seemingly
hopeless environments. The reason is not only people's transformation and growth in
the lifetime, but the eternal dependence and a better world they always search for.

In the beginning of the travel, the youths protected themselves in disguise. And
something sustenance which showed Lh@ rehension on their minds before.
Afterward, they had to face the reallty\\bf survival, so they began to compromise, and
learned to sustain life. They felt despamn@‘dvhen hunger, the loss of health, loneliness
and death came to their lives. At the same time the youth started the mechanism of
defense to resist the frustrations. After that, they had to go through a blank period so
that they can divide the events and their emotion and let it be able to meet any
possibility in the future. In contrast with hopelessness, the happening of hope means a
kind of possibility. First, hope is maybe the supply of material need, and then it
means satisfaction of spirit, and finally it is the eternal acquirement of positive
philosophy of life. In addition, the youth's travel was starting from "home" which
transformed from concrete object into inner feelings

We can find the youth changing gradually, at the same time they also come into
the adult world. The start and the end of the travel is a circulation just like hope and
hopelesness, as we always say: there are two sides to one coin. Although the change
closed the childhood, actually it has also brought the growth. The line between
hopelessness and hope is such vague and clear. Through the texts, the youths let us have
the courage to face more challenges.

Key words: hope, hopelessness, quest, growth
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