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The River Basin of Lives in Tsao Wen Hsuan’s Young Adult Novels

Lin, Tzu-Fang
The Graduate Institute of Children Literature
National Taitung University

Abstract

There is a hometown image in Tsao Wen Hsuan’s young adult novels. The river
in his hometown leaves the reader an eidetic impression. The river plays an important
role in Tsao’s childhood, and it enriches his literary works. The river in Tsao’s novels
has a close relationship with people residing around it, but the ceaseless time forces
people to move or drift. This study takes an entry into Tsao’s hometown in his young
adult novels in which the researcher investigates the meaning and image of the
concrete river, the Yangtze River, and follows the trail of the abstract flowing time.

The concrete river implies the image of motherhood and changeable character
predominating people’s lives; simultaneously, the mirror-reaction of the river provides
people with the chances to reflect, and the function of cleaning connotes the meaning
of the catharsis, having effects on the philosophy of life. The trail of the abstract
flowing time includes the mighty torrent of the history, the drifting situation of life,
the circle of life, and the trip of life. People struggle to live in the might torrent of the
history, and therefore people travel far away from home to experience nomadism
alone. The circle of life corresponding to the alternation of four seasons echoes the
capricious life mixing the sorrows and the joys. The trip of life consisting of ups and
downs is like the long river running through the headstream to rise, the midstream to
sluice, and the downstream to go back to the sea.

After strolling in the water hometown in Tsao’s young adult novels, the readers
can experience the regional culture in the water hometown. The river in his novels is a
speechless object which is cling to foreground the main characters. Tsao’s novels,
regarded as the auto-biographic works with a nostalgic tone, mix the memory of his
childhood with hometown, and record the local customs and practices around the river
and dramatic lives under the transition of the times. Moreover, the readers can get the

trail of modern China and experience the vigor of Roman-fleuve.

Keywords: image of motherhood, mirror-reaction, catharsis,
drifting situation of life, life trip
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