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The exploring of the subject of life and existence

--The study of Kazuo Iwamura’s series of picture books

Lin, Hsueh Hsiang

The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature National Taitung University

Abstract

Picture books which prevail in teaching and reading of children’s literature
usually present childlike manner and various forms of story-displaying, especially
works written by Japanese. The most impressive one among them is Kazuo

Iwamura’s

This thesis is constituted by treatises that ranged over research of biography, skills
of writing, ideas of children literature of Iwamura, have an attempt to scrutinize
implication of themes and distinctive skills in narrative and explicated the relation
between pictures and text in his picture books. Focusing on the analysis of his natural
writing about humans, animals and surroundings is the best way to realize

individual-stylized creation and notion of Iwamura’s children literature .

One of the two methods used in the research is text-analysis and professional
criticism (speech, lecture and interviewed manuscript, and so on); the other is the

exercise of vision and imagination thinking to appreciate Iwamura, s picture books.

The thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter one is the introduction, which
includes the motivation, purposes and questions of the study, methods and
limitations of the research, a review of literature , definitions of terms. The second
chapter is to explore Iwamura’s biography and notion of creation, and to inquire the
activity of museum, based on the vision of childlike minds, picture books and nature
in order to manage organization, project and promotion of children literature.
Chapter three focuses on analyzing the skills of the narrative and themes implied in
illustrations and scenarios of the picture books. Chapter four continuing the previous
chapter’s examination, elucidating the making of the characters, elements of

drawings, construction of the setting), the sequence of events and signification of

iii



represent representation, which are all important factors in illustrations. Chapter five

concludes the value and meaning of Iwamura’s books in children literature.

Through the results of this study, we know that Iwamura, by writing for children,
wants to achieve the purposes which children enjoy the reading of literature,
appreciate the experience of aesthetic, cherish the value of humanity. The thematic
implication in Iwamura’s books assert three aspects of harmony of living, which are
the equilibrium of ecology between beings and surroundings, respecting each other,
equality of relationship of humans and animals. All in all, these are the purposes of

life and existence which he profoundly concerns

Key words : Kazuo Iwamura; picture books; life and living; relationship between

picture and text.
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