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Dysfunctional family in Young Adult Novels of West

Huang-lan Chen

Institute of Children’s Literature, National Taitung University, Taiwan

Summary

Family, where one's selthood 1s constructed and self identification formed, is the first place
for children to experience society. The basic structure of a family, which includes parents and
siblings, 1s usually quite simple. If even this simple structure could go wrong, how should a child
deal with situations when all kinds of family problems caused the dysfunction of family?

The thesis studied several aspects of dysfunctional family among, husband-wife
relation, parents-children relation, siblings' relation, and bereavement. The researcher chose
texts which contained these aspects and which adopted young protagonists aged 10-14. The
research themes included, “the change of family structure and its members in,

“dysfunctional family,” “the bond and the division of parents,” “the complexes among
siblings,” and “the mental transformation of children and adults facing bereavement.”

In this study, the researcher found out that those children who had been through
dysfunctional family would eventually overcome the retreating, estranged, fearful, sad
emotions and turn them to growth. In the continuing inner struggle between conflict and
accommodation, those children have learned to transform the role identification between
reality and ideal.

Keyword: dysfunctional family, meanings of family, husband-wife relation, sibling
relation, bereavement
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