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The symbolic significances of the spaces in picture books

-- The Little Mouse (Nezumikun), a Japanese picture book series

Abstract

Traditional children’ s books with abundant and colorful pictures are what we
think of picture books. In those books, pictures and voids are both meaningful and
worth discussing. I studied The Little Mouse (Nezumikun), a series of a Japanese
children's book, through an artistic point of view. After reading the texts thoroughly, I
explored the symbol of the pictures and the meanings of those spaces without pictures
1n different ways. The discussion draws on the spaces and the symbolic significances
of the blanks which most of the readers do not mind nor pay any attention.

This research runs through the author, the picture books, and the readers to
discover the symbolic significances among pictures through different angles. It
consists of six chapters.

Chapter 1 : Introduction
Motivations and subject matters
Chapter 2 : Blanks in the books
To discuss the method and the feature of the expressions through
the relations between space and visual aspects. According to that,
we found that aside from experiences and memories, the readers can
see and find the sense of space from a plane picture book should
also give credits to mental processes and activities.
Chapter 3: The forms of exquisiteness
To discuss the colors, the characters and the style in The Little
Mouse (Nezumikun)
Use the ordinary pleasure to provide the readers with exceptional
experiences through the forms of exquisiteness in the books.
Chapter 4 : The abstract cogitations in the books
To explain the means and the pleasure to fill in the blanks when
reading a picture book. The space element among the author, the

VIl



books and the readers is also discussed.
Chapter 5 : Zane and the picture books
Using an alternative way of thinking to discuss the connections
among culture, Zane and art based on the frugal style in the book
and the background of the author. To carry out different ways to
interpret the artistic style in The Little Mouse(Nezumikun) which 1s
similar to Zane.
Chapter 6 : Conclusion
To state the research finding: the symbolic significances in the
books are multiple and the spatial form 1s extended infinitely
outside the entity.

Key words : The Little Mouse (Nezumikun), picture book, symbolic significance
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