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An Analysis on the Concept of Child in

Chih-Yuan Chen’s Picture Books

Chan, Hsiao-Ching

The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

National Taitung University

Abstract

Generally speaking, the readers of picture books are primarily intended to be
children. The concept of child that authors and illustrators hold can influence what
kind of works they produce. Moreover, these works can-affect-the way how children
shape their ideas for children’s imagesy This study investigates the'concept of child in
the six picture books written ahdyillustrated by Chih-Yuan Chen, published during
2000 to 2007. The methods of<interview and close reading were included and the
views of children’s awtonomy and the liberal philosophy of Existentialism were
adapted to analyze Chen’s books.

The results of this study are as stated below:

Chen believes that people can perform their freedom and autonomy in which
they stay, and this idea has merged into his creations. Based on his own experiences
and observations of phenomena in modern society, Chen transforms his thoughts into
metaphorical stories. He combines words and pictures in picture book format with
establishing atmosphere of story topics and using symbols and codes, so that the
children protagonists of the books are presented as independent individuals. In so
doing, child readers could feel the autonomy performance of the children’s roles in the
stories during a reading process.

In addition, Chen’s stories imply that the idea of beauty and love in life is in
existence and it is the support of developing children’s autonomy. Thus, this shows

the value of his work for children and the artistry of his creations as well.

Keywords ¢ Chih-Yuan Chen, picture books, concept of child, children’s

autonomy
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