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From Past to Present

The Cultural Changes Through the Alcohol Use, Ancestor Worship,
and the Social Orders Among the Amis in Falangaw

Yeh, Feng-Chuan
Abstract

The purpose of writing this essay is trying to understand the cultural
meaning of the alcohol among the Amis people in Falangaw in Taitung
city, Taiwan. Different from other Amis regionals to believe in
Christianity, the people here is more like to believe in Taoism which is
resulted the traditional animism to be able to be preserved within the
Amis people in Falangaw. Alcohol as one of the important cultural
materials is used to be a medium for the Amis to communicate with the
spirits of their ancestaors.

There are three parts combined in this essay. First, how to brew the
alcohol from secular staple millet to sacred alcohol is the major
discussion in the first part of the essay. In order to be filled with
mysterious power and become sacred, the new brewed alcohol must be
placed on the sacred space in the house to transform and get closed to the
spirits of ancestors.

Second, following the Japanese monopoly policy and the improving
of water conservancy facilities, alcohol becomes commercial merchandise,
which was forbidden in brewing alcohol at home. Because of the
expending paddy and getting busy in cultivated the wet rice the Amis
tended to consume the rice wine instead of brewing alcohol at home.

Third, through the tendency in closing men house among the Amis
societies, the men were no longer to have appropriated place to stay at
night. To accept those young men into the house that dangers the
traditional house society. Therefore, young men were encouraged to build
a new house by their own, which results the young men to work outside of
the society for a long period of time to make money. After build the new
house, those men brought back home with new visions in drinking alcohol
such as pills to release their painful bodies or to get energy at work.

keyword: Alcohol, Amis, Ancestor, Falangaw , Social Order.
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