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Abstract

The author has served as a teacher at a rural district elementary school for eight
years, and has often utilized stories of great people to inspire students to learn after
these models of moral and virtue in the classroom. This has been done in hopes that
students may “learn from the experience of others.” Albert Bandura’s “social learning
theory,” also places great emphasis on “observational learning,” a method that allows
individual subjects to learn how to behave in certain scenarios. In order to provide
models for students to learn after, teachers often recommend biographies written for
children; however, in all the categories of children’s literature, biographies are often
considered the most “dull and dry.” Therefore the author has relegated texts available
on the market that encompass biographical stories written expressly for children’s
reading into the category of “stories of great people,” in order to differentiate these
texts from “children’s biographies.” In addition, the author came into contact with the
“Great People” series of eight books by Global Kids Books and discovered the
inspiring elements of the stories, thereby deciding on the topic of this research.

This paper is divided ‘into five chapters. Chapter 1 is the Introduction, and
describes the research. background and motive of the study, the research topics and
purpose, methods and procedures, scope and limitations. Literature review includes a
comprehensive analysis of current articles and publications on the definition of “stories
of great people,” in order to provide further insight to later analytic efforts. In Chapter
2, characterization, narrative and elements of inspiration are discussed, and in addition
to comparisons between “biographical literature,” “children’s biographies,” and
“stories of great people,” theories of the novel concerning characterization are
considered so as to determine the methods with which authors of stories of great
people characterize fictional images and to expand upon the “inspirational” elements
and traits in their work. In Chapter 3, textual analysis is applied to discuss the authors
and works of the Global Kids Books “Great People” series. Chapter 4 is concerned
with writings of the stages of growth of the protagonists and analysis of their
inspirational traits, in an effort to determine the methods of representation in stories of
great people, as well as their relation to “teachings” and “moral education.” Chapter 5
is the Conclusion, and aside from stating research findings that summarize
theorizations in previous chapters, it also includes a discussion of current writings on
stories of great people accompanied by evaluations and suggestion for the reference of
future studies of the genre and researchers of the field.

Keywords: stories of great piieople, children’s biography, inspirational, moral
education, Global Kids Books “Great People” series
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