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A study of the Seton’s Animal Fiction Narrative
YI-Lan Tsai

Abstract

Seton was an early pioneer of the realistic animal fiction writing. After his
most popular work “Wild Animals | Have Known” was published (1898), his
works were very much in favor with the readers, continuously. Even a hundred
years pass, no matter China or Taiwan, Seton’s works were still kept its charm
and published again and again. Unlike anthropomorphic writing, Sidon’s works
used realistic animal stories and was different from the boring scientific reports.
This research is focused on the Seton’s writing skills.

In this thesis, the research basis was divided into five aspects, including
novel writing, narrative plot, narrative angle of view, ecology literature and the
narrative space. From this research, it discovered that Seaton writing the
animal lead is portrayed three kinds. First is the predator/powerhouse who to
persist the freedom, love and family member. Second is the hunting/weak that
to pursue the freedom or the love, maybe pay the life. Final one that
represented self-growth is fed animals / ordinary persons. The special writing
method for animal biography let each animal has a unique character. In the
plot arrangements, Seton adjusts the timeline of events to make the reader to
believe the content of the story. And the pre- statement method was used to
attract reader's reading interest. In the part of narrative angle of view, he has
enriched the story content by each kind of different point of view in order to let
the plot have the persuasive power. The spatial narration was used to
evidence or contrast the difficult of animal life, and also used as plot forward. In
present the writing way of ecological care, Seton was used the details
description to show the noble sentiments of animals. Then, he also used the
amazing plot showing respect of the animals. Finally, by reflections on life, the
animals should be equality with humans. These three ways are linked together
mutually in his works.

Seton's writing material is realism > his writing methods are multivariate. And

he put the author's feelings into story which makes the work can get readers.

Keywords : Seton ~ animal fiction ~ character -~ plot - ecological care
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