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The Magic Power of Ritual and Indigenous Education:
the Pakarongay Training Camp in Parupu Community of

Pangcah People

Raway Huiciang (LAN, Tien-Hao)

Abstract

Parurpu community is in Guanshan Township of Taitung County.
This research discusses a cultural revival activity of Parurpu
community, which is called pakarongay training camp. When I joined
this activity and investigated the participants, teenagers of Parurpu,
they showed many extraordinary behaviors. Those behaviors include
higher learning motivation, autonomous teamwork, leadership, and
negotiation ability. They also showed more remarkable
communication ability and empathy, which rarely happens to normal
teenagers. The most interesting is that most of them are not good at
learning when studying at school. So, | wondered what the magic
power is of pakarongay training camp, which makes these pakarongay
behave differently from the regular education system.

The goal of pakarongay training camp is to revive their traditional
culture. Because of that, I will discuss training camps with two
approaches, ritual, and education. For example, is there any ritual
element in training camp that makes these teenagers behave
differently? Moreover, is there any indigenous education element in
training camp that makes these teenagers perform better than at
school? During the discussion, I found that the element of play is the
core of ritual and indigenous education in training camps and the
third reason these teenagers perform differently. Eventually,
pakarongay training camp cultivated a qualified class of age
organization through ritual, indigenous education, and the element of

play.

Keywords: Ritual, Indigenous Education, Play Element,
Pangcah/Amis, Age Organization
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